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SANTORINI

The best time
of year to travel?
It’s no secret. Santorini is stunning. It’s considered by many to be one of (if not)
the most beautiful islands in the world. People come to Santorini to see its
breathtaking caldera views. They want to take pictures of its bone white cubic
houses and blue-domed churches. And that sunset, the best in the world

July - August
Peak Season. Least amount of rainfall

HIGH

Sunny/Hot

84

LOW

73

Dec - March
Winter season - some things shut down

HIGH

Mild

61

LOW

50

April - May / Oct - Nov
Shoulder Season

HIGH

Partly Sunny

81

LOW

55
*Weather based on Fira, Santorini

GOING TO
SANTORINI,
GREECE?
Here are some questions to ask
yourself.
What time of year or month do I
want to travel?
How much time off do I have?
Do I want to check out multiple
cities/towns?
Do I have enough time to visit
the entire island?
Am I looking for beaches,
shopping, biking, relaxation or
adventure?
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What is my goal of the trip? Do I
have a goal or do I want to just
relax?

CULTURE, CUSTOMS & SAFETY
Greek is the official language, though considering the large influx of visitors the island
receives (as many as 10,000 cruise ship tourists alone come ashore daily), you're more likely
to run into English-speaking Greeks than not, especially in tourist areas. Understanding body
language here though is key. Be very aware of your gestures. For example, using the thumb
and index finger to signal "OK" is offensive, as is holding up your palm to anyone. If you want
to wave goodbye, make sure your palm is facing you. As for indicating nodding your head to
indicate 'yes' and shaking your head to indicate 'no.' Greeks do it differently. A slight
downward means 'yes' while a slight upward nod means 'no.' These gestures are often subtle
and quick, making it hard for foreigners to understand. The best thing to do is avoid trying to
communicate with gestures here to avoid getting lost in body language translation.
Greeks are known to be very friendly, especially when meeting new people. When meeting a
Greek in a social situation, shaking hands is customary. Two kisses, one exchanged on each
cheek, is the norm when with acquaintances. Greeks tend to be very open and become deeply
engaged when in conversation. They have also been known to get personal, fast. If you're
uncomfortable with the dialogue, such as talking about sensitive subjects such as politics or if
you're being asked too personal questions, simply try to change the subject. Lateness is also
common here. If you have plans with Greeks, expect them to be at least 15 minutes late.
Shorts and T-shirts are acceptable when walking around the towns or the beaches, some of
which are clothing optional. Dress continues to be casual even in restaurants, but Greeks tend
to dress up a little more nicely when dining out in the evenings. Other than on the beach,
never waltz into a restaurant or public space in your bathing suit or barefoot, even along a
beachfront promenade.

Safety
Santorini is considered a safe destination. You can feel comfortable walking around the
streets both day and night. Pickpocketing is few and far between here. In terms of getting
around, there are not many sidewalks in Santorini, so be careful when walking the streets as
you may need to dodge the occasional wayward, speedy scooter. Use caution when navigating
Santorini's beaches as well. Most of, if not all of the beaches, are composed of small rocks
rather than sand, and during the summer, can become too hot for bare feet to touch. Bring
your sandals to wear on the sand or water shoes to avoid burns.
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Santorini's currency is the euro. Since the euro to U.S. dollar exchange rate fluctuates, be sure
to check what the current exchange rate is before you go. Major credit cards are accepted at
most restaurants and shops. When eating at a restaurant, a service charge may be included. If
bread is presented at your table, and you touch or eat it, it will be charged to your bill. Bread is
not free in Greece. There is also a charge for water, which is usually bottled. Tap water here is
not safe to drink. Tipping isn't commonplace. Also, keep in mind the plumbing system in
Santorini is not stellar – when at a hotel or restaurant, throw any used toilet paper in the
waste basket rather than flushing it down the toilet to avoid any potentially embarrassing
flooding situations.

THANK YOU FOR
DOWNLOADING THE
SANTORINI GUIDE

WATCH THE SANTORINI TRAVEL FILM

CHOOSE YOUR CITY

Santorini is one of the Cyclades islands in
the southern Aegean Sea, about 200 km
(120 miles) southeast of Greece’s
mainland. It’s the largest of this group of
islands, and perhaps its most popular.
Santorini was the site of one of the largest
volcanic eruptions in recorded history. It
left a massive caldera. The island’s key
villages are Fira, Oia, Imerovigli, and
Firostefani.
Perched on a cliff overlooking the Aegean
Sea, the brunt of tourism on the island is
centered around these caldera towns
noted for their sparklingly white cubic
houses and blue-domed churches. They’re
a picture perfect sight that’s been
immortalized on many postcards.

Santorini is incredibly beautiful, making it
a popular destination for honeymooners,
cruise liners and a luxury getaway. But,
that doesn't mean it's not affordable.
Sometimes, because the island is so small,
it can get annoyingly crowded so it’s
important to plan your trip well and know
when to go.
Traveler Tip: The shoulder season during
April & September/October is a great way
to save money!
The airport is located in Thira.
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PLAN YOUR
ACCOMMODATION
Once your flight is booked, it’s best to start
locking in accommodations.
Determine if your adventure is going to be
at a centralized location, such as Fira or
Oia, or if you will be moving around from
town to town. If it's the later, make sure to
plan how many nights you're staying in
each. I highly recommend staying in the
caldera for at least two nights, if not more!
This is the most picturesque area on the
entire island and the spot you see all the
postcards with the blue domes. Speaking
of the famous blue domes, you can stay
right next to them at The Ambition Suites!

Before making any kind of payment, make
sure you know the cancelation policy. And
if you think you need it, purchase trip
cancellation insurance. Most major travel
credit cards include trip protection, such
as the Capital One Venture card or the
Chase Sapphire Preferred card.

Another reason to book using your Capital
One Venture or Chase Sapphire Preferred
card is collecting miles and points for
future traveling. That’s right, more
benefits for you! Every time I travel, I’m
already checking my new mileage chart for
my next destination.
So, use those travel reward credit cards to
get a jump start on your future travels.
You may even get a round trip to Santorini
(or similar) for free by just using your signup bonus miles. I did!

Generally, their prices don’t swing and
there will be no deals to be had. Expect to
pay for what you get at these luxury and
off the beaten path stays.
Reading reviews online of other travelers
experiences should give you a good idea
on the experience you can expect.
Last but not least, compare all of your
favorites before making a final decision.
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Browse Expedia for your best choice of
hotels, resorts and condos. Favorite, star,
heart, or write down your favorite places
before making a final decision. Base your
final decision on location, price, style,
features and amenities, in that order.

Note, the wildly gorgeous hotels, amazing
infinity-pool-view villas, yurts on a
seashore cliffside, glamping tents -will all
book up far in advance.

OIA
If you've ever seen a postcard from Santorini, this is the town. The famous
blue domes in all their insta-worthy glory. Situated on the northwestern tip
of the island, Oia is Santorini’s most picturesque town and offers some of
its best sunset views. It’s the most visually striking village on the island and
one of its most romantic.
Hotels here are the most expensive not just in Santorini, but in all of
Greece. If you want to go all out and have a truly memorable stay, then Oia
is probably where you’ll want to be. It’s worth noting that Oia doesn’t get as
crowded as Fira but people do flock here every afternoon to catch the
sunset. There are plenty of restaurants and high-end boutiques in Oia, not
to mention regular bus service that shuttles tourists to and from Fira. You
can book a hotel room in Oia through Booking.com.
Amoudi Bay
Amoudi Bay is the hidden jewel of Santorini. And, while finding it can be a
little challenging, it's well worth the effort. This harbor has great sea side
taverns and also one of the best places to swim in Santorini. Don't miss the
offshore Amoudi Rock for some excellent cliff diving.
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FIRA
Fira is the capital of Santorini and it's the
busiest town on the island. It has the
biggest number of hotels, shops,
restaurants, and bars, and plenty of
nightclubs. If you’re looking to party it up
in Santorini, then this is probably where
you’ll want to be. The clubs stay open late
and offer a lot of opportunity to hang with
locals and other island go-ers. If you fancy
a cocktail on the balcony overlooking the
Aegean Sea, there are many places for that
as well.
Fira is also the island’s transportation hub
so local buses going to other parts of the
island will start and end here. If you don’t
have a rental car, then Fira is the most
convenient place to stay on the island.
Everything is within walking distance and
you could easily make Fira your home base
for a week.
Consider renting an ATV to get around
quicker and make parking easier on
yourself. Jus wear a helmet and be safe!

It can get busy in Fira but it’s easy to avoid
with some proper planning. The town
never feels overrun. The highlight of
staying in Fira is doing the hike to Oia
along the caldera path (which takes about
3 hours). Some opt for the shorter hike to
Skaros rock instead. As always, bring
plenty of water and stay hydrated.
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You can book accommodations in Fira
through Booking.com.

IMEROVIGLI
Immerovigli is a picturesque village situated at the north of Santorini, only 3.5 km
away from the capital of Fira. It is a continuation of Fira and one of the most
beautiful balconies of the island, as located on a higher cliff. Imerovigli is the
quietest among the four caldera towns and a popular place to stay for
honeymooners. Like Oia, it’s one of the island’s most romantic and offers
spectacular views of the sunset.
The name of Imerovigli comes from the word vigla which means "view spot". The
position of the village provides a clear view of the caldera and the volcano, and
during the old times it allowed villagers to see the pirate ships approaching.
Hotels and traditional houses are plentiful in Imerovigli. There are also many
restaurants and cafes with stunning views to the caldera.
In front of Immerovigli lies an enormous rock called Skaros. On top of it was a
castle that was built during the 13th century but it was abandoned in the early
1800s. The castle housed all the administrative offices of the island. This part of
the island collapsed after an earthquake, and only the huge hill of Skaros is left
today.
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AKROTIRI
Akrotiri is located next to the famous Red
Beach. It was built at the southeastern side
of the island. Akrotiri was originally a
Minoan settlement and today is one of the
major tourist attractions and the most
important archeological site of Santorini.
Still unspoilt by mass tourism, Akrotiri
offers one of the most calm spots on the
island.
The Minoan town was destroyed due to a
massive volcanic eruption around 1600
BC. Nowadays, the picturesque streets,
the two-story buildings, the lovely murals
and plenty of tools witness the way of life
of the Minoan civilization.
Today, the beautiful murals of the ancient
city of Akrotiri can only be seen in the
National Archaeological Museum of
Athens. Some splendid houses are dotted
around the village as well as a traditional
windmill. Many tour boats arrive in
Akrotiri and tourists are scattered to the
nearby beaches of the area. Another place
of interest is the Venetian castle that
dominates the settlement of Akrotiri.

The town has some lovely hotels (see
photo to the right) and also few local
restaurants offering splendid views to the
sea. "The Good Heart" comes to mind!
YUM!
A favorite spot of locals and tourists alike
is watching the sunset at the Akrotiri
Lighthouse
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Akrotiri also has plenty of churches to visit
and one of the most beautiful is the church
of Agios Nikolaos, built right above the
impressive redish rocks, on the way to the
Red Beach.

FIROSTEFANI
Although Firostefani village is considered a separate settlement, it is actually an
extension of Fira, the capital of Santorini. The name “Firostefani” (Fira + Stefani,
meaning crown in Greek) derives from its position on the highest part of Fira. Its gifted
location on the caldera, on the north part of the island makes it a remarkable site.
The view is quite magnificent, giving visitors a different perspective of the volcano. The
wild beauty of the caldera itself along with the volcano view composes a thrilling
scenery. A walk around the narrow, quaint paths will sure fill you with joy. You can
spend many splendid hours gazing the view, especially when the sun sets. But of course
at night the image of the village can amaze you afresh, when the lights make it look like
a painting.
There are some white-blue churches dispersed among the beautiful, typical houses that
will grab your attention. In this traditional village there are few cozy restaurants and
cafes located on marvelous spots which will make you feel welcome. Some shops and
mini markets also exist to provide you with the necessary stuff, most of them
concentrated on the main shopping street. The big advantage of Firostefani is its
proximity to the capital of Santorini; only a step away from the crowded and lively Fira.
As a result, it forms the perfect equation. You can combine serenity and relaxation with
a vivid night life.
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STAYING IN

SANTORINI?
BUDGET ACCOMMODATION
Agnadi Villa View - Oia - $125/night

BOOK HERE
AGNADI VILLAS, LOCATED ONLY 0.6 MI FROM THE CENTER OF OIA,
SANTORINI’S MOST PICTURESQUE VILLAGE, ENJOY WONDERFUL
VIEWS OF THE SUNSET FROM THEIR BEAUTIFUL POOL.

VALUE ACCOMMODATION
Kavalari Hotel - Fira - $300/night

BOOK HERE
PERCHED ON THE TOP OF THE CALDERA IN SANTORINI ISLAND,
KAVALARI HOTEL ENJOYS PANORAMIC VIEWS OVER THE AEGEAN
SEA AND THE OLD PORT.

Andronis Arcadia - Oia - $1,950/night

BOOK HERE
EXPERIENCE WORLD-CLASS SERVICE AT ANDRONIS ARCADIA
HOTEL. SET WITHIN 3.7 MI OF CAPE COLUMBO BEACH AND 1,000
FEET OF NAVAL MUSEUM OF OIA.
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LUXURY ACCOMMODATION

SETTING A BUDGET
TO VALUE TRAVEL
Set a budget, even if it's a loose budget.
Leaning to value travel is key in Santorini.
What is value traveling? Value traveling is
getting the most bang for your travel buck.
When it comes to travel, meet somewhere
in the middle, between budget and luxury.
Set aside a few nights of your trip to overindulge and splurge on a luxury or unique
experience. Conversely, set aside the rest
of the trip's accommodations for a more
practical stay.

Since you can only fly into one airport, you
have no choice, unless coming by boat.
Your next hard decision is deciding where
you would like to plant your home base.
It's conceivable that you'll want to stay at
least a few nights in the caldera. Check out
the Kavalari Hotel in Fira.

In the end, you will notice that you will get
more value for your money by splitting
your time between accommodations –
luxury and budget.
Stay in one location at least for two nights
for the best experience.
To get an idea of how much your trip will
cost, research prices for airfare, hotels,
and activities before you make any
nonrefundable purchases or reservations.
Continue onto the next page to learn more about value
traveling...
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The bottom line is, an adventure to
Santorini is going to cost you no matter
how you slice it. So, save your money in
advanced for this trip, you will regret not
going all in on some aspects.

The value of this hotel is second to none,
its the best on the island. Counter this
booking a cheaper and more budget
friendly place for the next
accommodation.

Here are some tips for finding the lowest
prices:
Consider using a travel credit card to
earn points for your future trips. The
Capital One Venture One card is a
fantastic travel rewards credit card to
start of with. If you’re a pro, use the
Chase Sapphire Preferred card.

Next, get an idea of your food budget. I’m a
foodie lover, so more likely than not, I’m
finding new, fun, and interesting places to
check out. You may opt to save in this area
of your budget, totally up to you! You can
save your budget by going to the local
corner markets or neighborhood grocery
store.

Try multiple dates. Flights are often
cheaper in the shoulder or off-season.
Check prices for different dates with
SkyScanner in your travel window. A
sale on airfare may help you afford a
destination that’s otherwise out of
budget.
Avoid holidays, festivals, and other
large events, unless that's the reason
you're going to a specific destination.
Crowds can inflate hotel rates,
overwhelm popular sights, and make it
difficult—and costly—to get around.
Compare midweek to weekend
prices. Hotels in big cities tend to be
more affordable on the weekends
when the business travelers have gone
home, while resorts in vacation
destinations may be less expensive
midweek.

Traveler Tip: It’s a good idea to break up
your excursions and line them up for at
least every other day. This allows
downtime throughout your stay. If your
itinerary is jam-packed, that’s not fun!

NAVIGATORNICK.COM | PAGE 16

Once you’ve estimated your trip’s flight
and accommodation cost, start
considering the cost of transportation.
Public transportation or renting a car
could eat into your overall budget. My
favorite method of transportation is
renting an ATV! An ATV is great for a few
reasons. You can tour the entire island in
one day, it's cheaper than a car and
parking is a breeze. For centrally located
cities like Fira and Oia, plan to walk or use
public transportation.

What's the point of traveling if you're not
experiencing new things? Don’t skimp on
tour and excursion expenses. You will
regret not going on a horseback riding tour
through the jungle or whitewater rafting
down the Balsa river. Use places like
Viator or Get Your Guide to book
excursions.

TOP 10
THINGS TO DO IN SANTORINI

1

AMOUDI BAY

2

SANTO WINERY SUNSET DINNER

3

HIKE TO SKAROS ROCK

4

RED BEACH

5

FIRA TO OIA HIKE FOR SUNSET

6

KAMARI BEACH

7

SAILBOAT CALDERA CRUISE

8

AKROTIRI LIGHTHOUSE AT SUNSET

9

HORSEBACK RIDING

10

HIKE TO THE TOP OF NEA KAMENI

*RED BEACH

BEST THINGS TO DO

SANTORINI!
1. WINE TASTING TOUR
From $160 per person

BOOK HERE
TASTE THE WINES PRODUCED ON THE ISLAND OF SANTORINI ON A
4-HOUR TASTING TOUR WITH A LOCAL WINE EXPERT. VISIT THE
ISLAND'S BEST WINERIES TO EXPLORE THE VINEYARDS AND HEAR
ABOUT THE DIFFERENT GRAPE VARIETIES.

2. CATARAMAN SAIL CRUISE
From $115 per person

BOOK HERE
SAIL WITH A SMALL GROUP IN THE MORNING OR SUNSET HOURS
AROUND THE SANTORINI CALDERA ABOARD A LUXURY
CATAMARAN WITH AN OPEN BAR. SNORKEL, SWIM IN HOT
SPRINGS, AND ENJOY A FRESHLY PREPARED GREEK MEAL.

From $210 per person

BOOK HERE
DISCOVER THE THE BEAUTIFUL AND VERSATILE LANDSCAPE OF
SANTORINI WITH A GUIDED ATV-QUAD TOUR. LISTEN TO LOCALS
SHARE THEIR LOVE FOR THE AMAZING CYCLADIC ISLANDS AS THEY
YOU THE MOST BEAUTIFUL LOCATIONS AND VIEWS ON THIS
SPECTACULAR ISLAND.
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3. ATV EXPERIENCE

HOW TO SAVE MONEY IN SANTORINI
Vacation in the shoulder seasons The
fall and spring are known for warm
weather, but not as many tourists take
advantage of it compared to summer.
You can find some great deals on
hotels if you skirt the summer crowds.
Hungry? Head inland. While the
thought of munching on fresh Greek
fare beachfront or cliffside is no doubt
tempting, these restaurants charge
higher prices solely for the location
and view. A gyro and fries can be
found for just a few euros inland. An
easy, quick and cheap lunch!
Rent an ATV/Moped These methods
of transportation are more affordable,
more fun and easier to park! Enjoy!
Stay on the South coast Hotels along
the caldera in towns like the popular
Fira & Oia tend to attract the most
travelers, especially honeymooners.
You'll find much more reasonably
priced rooms in southeastern towns
like Kamari and Perissa.

Get a ferry pass Eurail/Interrail has a
ferry pass that has 4- and 6-trip
options. The only caveat is that you
can only take Blue Star and Hellenic
Seaways ferries. Those tend to be the
larger, slower ferries and, depending
on the islands, might require you to
connect somewhere. You’ll need to
research routes in advance to see if
the pass is worth it. I would search
routes on FerryHopper to see if it
works for you. Purchase your pass on
Eurail (non-EU residents) or Interrail
(EU residents).
Museums Go to museums on their free
admission days. Check the Odysseus
Culture website for details as they
vary from museum to museum.
Student ID To save on the cost of
admission to museums and other
tourist attractions, be sure to present
a valid student card. The ISIC is
typically accepted in places where a
foreign student ID is not and can save
you a lot of money.
Bring a water bottle The tap water
here is not safe to drink so bring a
reusable water bottle to save money
and reduce your plastic use. LifeStraw
is my go-to brand as their bottles have
built-in filters to ensure your water is
always clean and safe.
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Happy Hour Drinks get very
expensive on Santorini. Drink your fill
during happy hour, when they have 2
for 1 drinks and 1 EUR shots.
Buy wine at the store – You can
buy a great bottle of wine from the
stores for as little as 4 EUR. It’s a
lot cheaper than drinking at the
bar, so drink before you go out to
save money.

Points. The Capital One Venture One
card is a fantastic travel rewards credit
card to start off with. If you’re a travel
pro, consider using the Chase Sapphire
Preferred card.

Food & Wine
Recommendations
Rastoni - $$
Rastoni Mediterranean restaurant is located in the
capital city of Fira, just up on the famous Caldera cliff
and in one of the most central spots. The location is
absolutely impressive, as it offers panoramic view to
the famous volcano and the breathtaking Santorini
sunset!

Caffe Hausbrandt - $
Looking for the best gelato on the island? Look no
further than Hausbrandt. Try their
custom flavors of the day while you're winding
through the streets of Fira.

Santo Winery - $$$
Maybe the best spot on the entire island for a sunset
dining & wine experience. It's a bit pricey but you
won't regret it. Reserve a head of time to guaranteed
a spot close to the balcony windows or go on a winery
tour.

The Good Heart - $$
Amazing Family Tavern with Homemade Traditional
Products of Santorini. In the middle of nowhere, but
worth the drive to experience this family's restaurant.

*EAT ALL THE GYROS
** YELLOW DONKEY IS THE LOCAL SANTORINI BREWERY!

RESEARCH AND BOOK FLIGHTS
It’s important to check flight prices as soon as you know you would like to travel
to Santorini. Santorini's (JTR) airport in Thira is going to be your best and only
option if you're booking a direct flight. It’s super easy to get started booking
with SkyScanner. The best part is, you can track prices as they fluctuate to learn
patterns and price drops. Track multiple flight options with just a click of a few
buttons. Alternatively, if you fly into Athens (ATH) via an international flight,
you will most likely need to book a jumper flight to Santorini (JTR). However,
you can get to Santorini via boat from Athens, but its going to cost you almost an
entire day of your trip. If you have the time, enjoy the ride!
A question I get often is, “when should I book?”. There’s not a science to booking
the right flight, at the right time. However, there are patterns to be aware of. For
example, flights in summer will usually be higher, this is peak travel season. USA
Holidays will also be higher. Shoulder season is the best time to book (April, May
& September, October). Your best bet is to book International travel around 80
days out. This will typically give you the best price.
Another great resource is Google Flights. Google Flights is an easy to use flight
tracker. You can also explore destinations on a map, and sign up for fare alerts to
grab the best price.
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BOOK A RENTAL
CAR, HIRE A DRIVER
OR MAP PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION
If you love the freedom of being able to
come and go on your own time, renting a
car is the way to go. After all, the fastest
way to the beaches is renting a car or ATV.
Booking a rental car allows you to have
flexibility. It also saves you time and it
could save you cash.
To find the best deal on a rental car, use
Expedia.com.
When estimating your rental car costs,
remember to add up tolls, fuel costs, and
parking fees.
In some cases, it's possible to get a rental
car for free with using points from your
Capital One or Chase Sapphire Preferred
credit card. It never hurts to sign up for the
rental car programs that Enterprise, Hertz
or Budget offer. Each company sends an
email from time to time about current or
upcoming specials.

Renting a car is not for everybody and it's
not for the faint of heart. It can be
dangerous and scary. If you’re outside
your home country and you don’t know
the local laws, plan to study them to feel
more comfortable on the road. Otherwise,
hire a private driver or use public
transportation.
However, should you prefer public
transportation or a hired driver, there are
many guided group tours through Viator
and Get Your Guide.
So, when does public transportation
make sense? It makes sense when you’re
in Thira, Fira or Oia, where parking is
scarce. The main taxi hub is in Fira. Public
bus transportation (KTEL) on Santorini
Island is efficient and affordable. It is used
by locals and tourists alike.
Uber and Lyft are not available in
Santorini.

NAVIGATORNICK.COM | PAGE 22

When choosing your rental car, consider
it's size, the rental price and ground
clearance, your top three priorities. Some
parts of southern Santorini require four
wheel drive and height clearance.

Traveler Tip: Most rental vehicles in
Santorini are only offered in a manual
transmission. Automatic transmissions are
harder to find and they are more
expensive.

MY FAVORITE TRAVEL
CREDIT CARDS FOR
BEGINNERS

CLICK HERE

Disclaimer: This guide contains affiliate links. If you
book or buy something through these links, I earn a
small commission (at no extra cost to you).

GATHER
DOCUMENTATION
At least three months before your
departure, make sure your passport, ID
and other necessary documents are in
order.
Passport: Applying for or renewing a
passport typically takes six to eight weeks,
sometimes longer. However, you can pay
an additional $60 expedited service fee to
get it renewed in two to three weeks, if
desired. If you plan to travel outside the
U.S., you need a passport. Make sure your
passport will not expire for at least six
months after your trip is scheduled to end.
Some countries also require passports to
have one to two blank pages for entry.

Here’s the difference: TSA Precheck ($85)
puts you in a faster security line at U.S.
airports. Global Entry ($100) includes TSA
Precheck and adds expedited customs
screening upon your return from
international trips.
These programs can help you zip through
airport security lines. Before you apply,
give yourself a few weeks to fill out the
online application and visit an enrollment
center for fingerprinting and an ID check.
You must already have a valid U.S.
passport to apply for Global Entry, and you
must participate in an interview at a
designated enrollment center. Once
approved, your status lasts five years.
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Visas: If you’re traveling to another
country, you may need to apply for a
tourist visa. This could require paying a
visit, or sending your passport, to a foreign
embassy or consulate in the U.S.
Application fees typically run from $50 to
$200. Visit the U.S. Bureau of Consular
Affairs to learn more.

TSA PreCheck and Global Entry: Travel
Credit Reward Cards like the Chase
Sapphire Preferred or Capital One card,
give you up to a $100 credit towards these
programs. Confused about the two
programs?

PACKING
Each adventure requires a different
packing list. If you pack last minute, you
can skip this section. Generally, you will
need your shorts, short sleeve shirts and
swimwear for a Santorini adventure.
Traveler Tip: If you’re a film nerd like me,
don’t forget your drone or GoPro at home!
Follow this link to my Amazon store to
grab the latest GoPro Hero 10 Black.
You know the basics of packing, like, you
need underwear! You also need pants,
shirts and bathroom essentials.

Packing Cubes vs. Rolling: Which is best?
A packing cube set, like this set from
Travel Wise, can help you save almost as
much space as folding. Plus, packing cubes
help keep you significantly more
organized. And this is why I love packing
cubes. It makes my life so much easier on
the road. Here is what I do. I pack my
packing cubes and organize by clothing
garment. So the basics like pants, shirts,
bedtime outfits, etc. Fill in your shoes with
items like socks and place them around the
packing cubes, where the gaps are. Lastly,
not everything needs a packing cube. You
may want to lay sweaters or jackets flat.
Traveler Tip: If you stick a travel size
fabric softener in one of your shoes, you
can use it at your destination to get out
any wrinkles and keep your clothes
smelling fresh.
The Secret Packing Cube Hack

The second, maybe you need to purchase
something for your trip, and shipping
delays happen, often. Am I right, FedEx?
Lastly, staying organized will save you
time, money and headaches once you
reach your destination.

Once you have your packing cubes, you
may want to consider rolling garments and
then placing them in the packing cubes.
This way, you get the best of both worlds.
The cubes keep your shirts organized and
separate from your pants and the rolling
technique allows you to fit more inside the
cube. VIOLA!
The verdict: Rolling clothes takes up less
space than using packing cubes. However,
rolling may not be the most organized
method. If you want to keep some delicate
items wrinkle-free and stay organized
without having to leave anything behind,
opt for a combination of rolling and
packing cubes.
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If you want to pack like a pro, I highly
suggest to start thinking about it an
advanced and this is for a few different
reasons. The most important being that
you don't want to forget anything,
obviously.

3 DAY ITINERARY SAMPLE

ONE OF THE TOP SUMMER DESTINATIONS IN THE WORLD

3 DAY SANTORINI ITINERARY
Explore the heart of Santorini. If you only have a long weekend in Santorini, make it worth it.
Stay in the caldera and use your humble abode as a home base. Make sure to take in all the
views as humanly possible and don't miss a single sunset!

Day 1 - Arrive in Santorini (JTR) and head to the caldera. Enjoy the views from your
accommodation and grab dinner cliffside while overlooking the Aegean Sea
Day 2 - Hike to Skaros Rock / Red Beach / Sunset Dinner at Santo Winery
Day 3 - Explore Amoudi Bay

TOUR SUMMARY
This tour gives you a taste of Santorini. Hit a few popular spots on the island while
enjoying the beautiful views of the caldera.

CONTACT NICK@NAVIGATORNICK.COM FOR A CUSTOM ITINERARY

5 DAY ITINERARY SAMPLE

5 DAYS IN SANTORINI IS THE PERFECT AMOUNT OF TIME

5 DAY SANTORINI ITINERARY
Explore the heart of Santorini. 5 days is the perfect amount of time in Santorini if you ask me.
With 5 days, you will be relaxed and not struggling to see everything Santorini has to offer.
Stay in two different places of the island to really submerse yourself in the culture. Make sure
to take in all the views as humanly possible and don't miss a single sunset!

Day 1 - Arrive in Santorini (JTR) and head to the caldera. Enjoy the views from your
accommodation and grab dinner cliffside while overlooking the Aegean Sea
Day 2 - Hike from Fira to Oia for sunset
Day 3 - Explore Amoudi Bay / Lunch or Dinner by the sea in Amoudi Bay
Day 4 - Red Rock Beach / Sunset Dinner at Santo Winery
Day 5 - Take a Sailboat to explore and hike to the top of Nea Kameni volcano

TOUR SUMMARY
This tour is packed with adventure. A couple of hikes, swimming, a boat ride and a winery
tour, this tour has a little something for everydbody!

CONTACT NICK@NAVIGATORNICK.COM FOR A CUSTOM ITINERARY

7 DAY ITINERARY SAMPLE

A WEEK IN ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PLACES IN THE WORLD

7 DAY ULTIMATE SANTORINI ITINERARY
Explore everything Santorini has to offer in this full week itinerary. You will have plenty of
adventure and plenty of time to relax. Stay in two completely different areas of the island to
really submerse yourself in the culture. I'd recommend one place in the caldera and one place
in the South of Santorini. Make sure to take in all the views as humanly possible and don't
miss a single sunset!

Day 1 - Arrive in Santorini (JTR) and head to the caldera. Enjoy the views from your
accommodation and grab dinner cliffside while overlooking the Aegean Sea
Day 2 - Hike from Fira to Oia for sunset
Day 3 - Explore Amoudi Bay / Lunch or Dinner by the sea in Amoudi Bay
Day 4 - Red Rock Beach / Sunset Dinner at Santo Winery
Day 5 - Take a Sailboat to explore and hike to the top of Nea Kameni volcano
Day 6 - Black Beach / White Beach / Visit the Akrotiri Lighthouse for sunset (bring
wine!)
Day 7 - Go ATVing or Horseback riding on the beach / Go to the open-air cinema in
Kamari

TOUR SUMMARY
Slow down and take in the fresh island air on this 7 Day Tour. Hiking, swimming, a boat
ride, horseback riding and a winery tour, this tour has everything!

CONTACT NICK@NAVIGATORNICK.COM FOR A CUSTOM ITINERARY

